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OF POSTSTRUCTURALISM 

This analysis uses a narrative thematic methodology from a first-person perspective to 
explore meaning-making in personal photography when documenting death. The specific 
focus of the research is a man diagnosed with esophageal cancer, a terminal disease in 
this instance. The site of visual inquiry is primarily four individual photographs, although 
video interviews with the subject are also analyzed. An acknowledgment that the meaning 
of photographs varies dependent upon the viewer prompts an exploration of the concept 
of synesthesia and finding truth in images. A poststructuralist perspective regarding the 
ability of photographs to emotionally effect viewers, inclusive of Roland Barthes’ claim that 
death is the essence of a photograph, underscores the unique ability of photography to 
keep us all alive even after our physical demise. A focus on context layers the conclusion 
that all visuals are dependent upon overlapping semiotic influences. 
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